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Pray for the SWAP (Sharing 
With Appalachian People) 
summer staff  needed, and for 
long term replacements for 
Lee and Peg Martin who will 
be completing their SWAP 
service in Kimball, W.Va., on 
August 31.

Pray for physical health and 
healing for the Mark and Sarah 
Schoenhals family in Det 
Udom, Th ailand. Th ey have 
experienced a lot of illnesses in 
recent months.

Join Yosiah and Anita Rahma 
(names changed) in praying 
for their Muslim friends and 
neighbors in Southeast Asia 
(and the other one billion 
Muslims in the world) in this 
month of Ramadan. Pray for 
dreams, visions, and miracles.

Pray for staff  member 
Martin Rhodes as he begins 
his sabbatical and arrives 
tomorrow in Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia. Pray for rest and 
for good connections with the 
church he is serving in the city.

Pray for workers serving 
in college ministry in the 
Shenandoah Valley as they 
faithfully follow and share 
life with Jesus with students. 
Pray for impactful interactions 
and positive responses to the 
gospel invitation.

Pray for the Lord’s leading in 
potential opportunities for 
workers in Central Asia to 
live and shine God’s light by 
moving to a fertile valley to the 
east with 10 million people and 
no known Christians living 
there.

Lift  up Adam and Elise 
Sauder (names changed), 
serving with YWAM Myrtle 
Beach. Th ey are on a month 
long vision trip in Asia with 
three of their  students who 
decided to stay and explore 
long-term work.

As Hannah Shultz celebrates 
her birthday today in 
Harrisonburg, Va., ask the 
Lord to bless and encourage 
her ministry to children and 
through Perspectives, and for 
clarity and guidance in the 
next year.

James and Anne (names 
changed), serving in South 
Asia, are looking for a new 
local teammate for their online 
outreach team. Pray that they 
can fi nd the right person and 
divide responsibilities well 
according to gift s and abilities.

Lift  up Lewis and Ashley 
Roberts, serving as interns 
in recovery ministry in 
Harrisonburg, Va., in prayer as 
they develop skills in ministry 
leadership. Ask God to guide 
them with passion for a 
recovered life in Jesus.

As Sarah Schoenhals 
celebrates her birthday 
tomorrow, join with her in 
praying for more workers to 
serve in the Isaan region of 
Th ailand, where she serves 
with her husband Mark and 
two daughters.

Lift  up Raleigh and Opal 
(names changed) as they 
celebrate a shared birthday 
today in North Africa. Ask 
God to bless and encourage 
them, and enhance their vision 
and ministry to reach a largely 
unreached people group.

Pray for the country of 
Burma as the Southeast Asian 
nation has been in civil war 
for more than three years and 
citizens are suff ering greatly. 
Ask the Spirit to comfort and 
empower the church there to 
be agents of Christ’s peace.

Pray for the ministry of Ineo 
Netzwerk in Germany that 
David and Rebekka Stutzman 
work with in Mannheim, 
Germany. Pray that the 
spiritual seekers they connect 
with will fi nd their identities as 
followers of Jesus.

Lift  up Rafael and Solange 
Tartari, serving in Shkodër, 
Albania, as they discern an 
invitation to serve among 
Albanian-speaking people in 
Kosovo. Ask the Lord to guide 
their next steps in ministry.

Pray for God’s strength and 
encouragement for Randall 
Schlabach as he leads a men’s 
recovery ministry from 
pornography addiction in 
Holmes and Wayne counties 
in Ohio.

Nathan and Anya Stan (names 
changed) and their daughters 
are serving on the Central Asia 
business for transformation 
(B4T) Launch Team. Pray for 
this fi rst year of language study 
and cultural immersion.

As Armando Sanchez 
celebrates his birthday today, 
pray for an outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit over their entire 
congregation, Iglesia Shalom 
in Waynesboro, Va. and for 
mobilization to reach people 
who don’t know Christ.

Lift  up the Hausa people 
group, an Islamic people living 
mostly in Nigeria and Niger, 
of which only 1 in 167 people 
are followers of Jesus. Pray for 
believers to share the gospel 
among their neighbors and for 
more workers.

Join Norma Teles, serving 
in Lezhë, Albania, in praying 
for the children of the Joshua 
Center, an early learning 
center, and their families 
to receive and accept the 
invitation to know God’s good 
news in Jesus.

Pray for wisdom for Baker 
Rigg, serving as a chaplain at 
Rockingham-Harrisonburg 
Regional Jail, as he interacts 
with deep needs in the jail and 
manages an increasingly busy 
schedule.

Pray for Max and Melissa 
Z. (names changed) and 
their children as they prepare 
to serve on the business 
for transformation (B4T) 
Launch Team in Central Asia. 
Th ey plan to arrive later this 
summer.

Pray for a fresh understanding 
of God’s justice and desire 
for mercy. As the ravages of 
warfare and the destruction of 
polarization sweep the globe, 
pray for followers of Jesus to 
illuminate a path of peace and 
redemption to the world.

Th is evening is the fi nal 
session of the Perspectives 
class in Harrisonburg, Va. As 
students have gathered over 
15 sessions, pray for powerful 
kingdom impact and for some 
to be called and sent in God’s 
mission.

Pray for tranSend interns 
Joy M. and Elaine U. (names 
changed) as they serve on the 
Central Asia Launch Team 
and teach at an international 
school. Pray for opportunities 
to connect well with local 
people.

Pray for peace in Ethiopia, 
and that the authorities will 
take actions that bring unity 
among the diff erent highly 
polarized ethnic groups. Pray 
that even as they face a lot of 
opposition, churches will be 
strong and follow the Prince 
of Peace.

Lift  up Clay Kauff man and 
Brynn Yoder, interns serving 
with Highland Retreat, 
Bergton, Va., as they contribute 
in various ways to the ministry 
of the camp and also serve in 
the local community.

Pray for SLAQ (Servant 
Leader Quest) director Ken 
Wettig as he celebrates his 
birthday today. Ask the Lord 
for deep impact through 
the ministry of SLAQ, an 
adventure and discipleship 
program in Harrisonburg, Va.

As Dini Shahini celebrates his 
birthday today in Albania, ask 
God for opportunities for the 
church in Albania to engage 
their neighbors and be a light 
illuminating God’s kingdom in 
Lezhë and in other cities.

Next month, three Eastern 
Mennonite University students 
will join the ministry of Yosiah 
and Anita Rahma (names 
changed) in Southeast Asia as 
interns for fi ve weeks. Pray for 
the students as they prepare to 
start their internship.

Th is month’s prayer calendar is sponsored by:

Th e Family of Sam and Sarah Weaver

For this reason I 
remind you to fan 

into fl ame the gift  of 
God, which is in you 
through the laying on 

of my hands. 
(continued)

For the Spirit God 
gave us does not 

make us timid, but 
gives us power, love 
and self-discipline.
2 Timothy 1:6-7 (NIV)



Call to Prayer

In a culture and age when individualism is rated much higher 
than a collective ideal, prayer can oft en be viewed as a solely per-
sonal activity.  Prayer is seen as a key part of one’s personal re-
lationship with God and for good reason. Jesus himself encour-
aged his followers to pray in private, rather than praying publicly 
for attention, and Jesus also modeled individual prayer in his 
own life in the numerous times he sought out time alone to pray. 
But if we confi ne prayer to an exclusively individual practice, we 
miss out on the power of praying together. 

Scriptures also give us many examples of corporate or collabora-
tive prayer—praying together as a group of people. Jesus tell his 
disciples, in Matthew 18:19, “for where two or three gather in 
my name, there am I with them.” And numerous times through-
out the Old Testament and in the New Testament book of Acts, 
we see examples of collaborative prayer. Many of VMMissions’ 
workers, who are serving around the world, also incorporate 
collaborative prayer into their rhythm of life and ministry. 

In Acts 12, Peter is miraculously rescued from prison by an 
angel of the Lord. While he had been imprisoned the church 
had “prayed very earnestly for him.”  In fact, when Peter left  the 
prison and headed to Mary’s house, he found the believers gath-
ered together in prayer. While Peter’s escape from prison didn’t 
exactly bring peace between the believers and Herod, it is an 
example of the power of prayer in overcoming the powers of vi-
olence and hate in order to further advance the kingdom of God. 

A verse that can help guide our vision for collaborative prayer is 
Philippians 2:1-2: “Is there any encouragement from belonging 
to Christ? Any comfort from his love? Any fellowship together 
in the Spirit? Are your hearts tender and compassionate? Th en 
make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each oth-
er, loving one another, and working together with one mind and 
purpose.”

May we, as believers, gather together to pray to the Lord. May 
we fi nd unity in discerning together God’s guiding. May we be 
encouraged by each other and by God’s Spirit. And may we build 
bridges of peace through prayers for peace and reconciliation.

—SARAH SHOWALTER

Answers to Prayer Ways to Pray

Bethany Tobin, serving with her husband Steve 
Horst and children in Bangkok, Th ailand among 
the Isaan people, shared a recent story. Before they 
moved to the capital, Steve and Bethany served in 
Nam Yuen, a rural district in northeast Th ailand 
where many Isaan people live, and where they still 
visit regularly. She writes:

“Th is past February, I prepared a Sunday school les-
son on raising Lazarus from the dead. Meanwhile, 
a household in Nam Yuen, a family who is part of 
the cow project, who the believers have been pray-
ing for, visiting, and sharing the gospel with, had a 
sudden crisis. Th e father, Uncle Jaek, collapsed, and 
was diagnosed with cancer. 

Th e believers rallied around them, donating blood, 
staying up with them all night at the hospital, and 
praying for him to be healed. Uncle Jaek, his wife, 
and youngest daughter put their faith in God even 
as it became clear that Uncle Jaek was dying. 

When he died, the believers came around his fam-
ily to perform our church’s fi rst Christian funeral 
in Nam Yuen, a tender opportunity for neighbors 
to witness our Christian hope and community. 
We processioned through the streets of Nam Yuen 
singing songs of the hope of heaven. 

I had the privilege of being present to Uncle Jaek’s 
widow Aunt Wa and daughter Luck’s questions 
about heaven, experience of reconciliation and clo-
sure, and Christ’s comfort. Th e story of Jesus with 
Mary, Martha and Lazarus guided me through this 
tender time. Pray with us for this bereaved house-
hold who are now following Christ.”

Th ere are 1.8 billion Muslims in the world and a good majori-
ty of them remain unreached by the gospel. During Ramadan, 
Muslims enter a season of prayer and fasting. Th is is a great 
opportunity for the global church to join in prayer that God 
would open their eyes to his salvation and raise up workers to 
bring his good news!

Following are ways you can pray for Muslim people:

• Join 30 Days of Prayer for the Muslim world
Download a prayer guide (www.pray30days.org) for the 
Muslim world and start praying for hundreds of Muslim 
communities. (John 14:13)

• Pray for church planting movements among 
Muslim people groups
Pray for movements to faith in Jesus among the Muslim 
communities, for thousands of them to be baptized and 
discipled. (Matthew 28:19)

• Pray for the witness of Muslim background 
believers
Pray for the believers in Muslim-majority nations to be 
enthusiastic witnesses, sharing their faith in Christ with 
their community in a meaningful way. (1 Peter 3:15)

• Pray for the proximate church to have a heart and 
ministry of reconciliation
Pray for those churches with a near language, culture, 
or geography to have a burden and intentionally plant 
churches among their Muslim neighbors. (2 Corinthians 
5:18–20)

• Pray for collaborative eff orts in the global church 
to reach the Muslim world
Pray for unity and partnerships, and that the global 
church can work together to devote greater eff orts 
towards the Muslim world.

• Pray for scriptures to be available in all languages
Pray for written and oral translations of the scriptures to 
be made available to people groups who do not have a 
Bible in their language. (1 Corinthians 14:10–11)



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


