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Three Defining Traits
of Anabaptist Mission

BY AARON M. KAUFFMAN

ive hundred years after its founding, Anabaptism
is still going strong. What started as a renewal
movement among Swiss reformers in 1525 is now
a worldwide family of two million believers in 80 countries.

From the beginning, Anabaptism was a missionary movement. Converts saw the
Great Commission as central to their baptismal vows, and shared their faith boldly,
often at great personal cost. In response to intense persecution, quietism came to
characterize succeeding generations. But the 1850s saw a resurgence of Anabaptist
missional fervor. A truly global Anabaptism today is a direct result.

What is an Anabaptist approach to mission? Over 25 years ago, Wilbert Shenk, long-
time mission practitioner and professor, summed it up in “ten defining themes.”!
Here’s my take on Shenk’s summary, transposed to a trinitarian key.

1. Mission starts with God. In Shenk’s words, “God is shown to be a missionary
God: the one who initiates, comes to the world seeking and wooing, calling and
restoring” (p. 5) We don’t own mission, nor does its success depend wholly on us.
That should infuse our missionary endeavors with tremendous humility and free
us from a preoccupation with results. Yet it should also instill us with confidence,
since we know that one day, “the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the
glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (Hab. 2:14, NRSV).

2. Mission looks like Jesus. To quote Shenk again, “God’s missionary intention for
the world is entrusted to Messiah, the one called Suffering Servant” (p. 6). That
means the measure of our missionary work is the character and example of Jesus,
who “became flesh and lived among us” (John 1:14). We not only ask, “What
would Jesus do?” We assess our efforts based on what Jesus actually did. He is
both the model and the message. As his apprentices, we heed and extend his call,
“Follow me and I will make you fish for people” (Mark 1:17).

3. Mission follows the Spirit. The early church did not launch as a worldwide
movement immediately after the resurrection. It waited upon the Holy Spirit,
who, as Shenk says, “released into the body the power and grace of Jesus the
Messiah” (p. 14). We dare not rely on merely human efforts and strategies. We
depend on the Holy Spirit, and that means prayer and patience are essential to
our work. Yet we know the ends of the earth are the eventual destination, for as
God promised through the prophet Joel, “I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh”
(Acts 2:17).

Mission starts with God, looks like Jesus and follows the Spirit. This is not merely an
“Anabaptist” approach to mission. It's one all Christians would do well to consider.

1 “Forging a Theology of Mission from an Anabaptist Perspective,” Mission Insight, Elkhart, IN: Mennonite Board of Missions,
2000.

Cover images: Clockwise from top left: The Seven Acts of Mercy - Ministering to Prisoners, painting
by Michael Sweerts, 1649 (Public domain); Tent meeting with evangelist ]. Otis Yoder, Richmond,
Virginia, 1948 (Eugene Souder photo); Isaan members of Life Enrichment Church visit a community
for gospel outreach in Thailand, 2023 (Courtesy of Bethany Tobin); Mennonite mission in Mount
Hermon, West Virginia, ca. 1940s (Grace Showalter collection, courtesy of Elwood Yoder).
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Putt For
Missigns
Sponsored by
v Weaver’s
Join the mini-golf fun on Saturday,
May 17 for our annual Putt For Mis-
sions event at Mulligan’s Golf Cen-
ter, Harrisonburg, Va. Families and
small groups are
invited to support
the work of equip-
ping, sending, and
supporting work-
ers at home and
around the world.
The round begins
at 9:00 am, followed by refreshments
and a short program. Afterwards, the
fun and fellowship will continue with
a special youth tournament. Make a
hole-in-one for a good cause! In case
of rain, the event will be May 24.

LEARN MORE

MOTORCYCLE

AN
FOR

MISSIONS

Spend the weekend of June 6-7
riding through the Blue Ridge
mountains, making new friends, and
helping ~ VMMis-
sions share new life
in Jesus at home
and around the
world! This annual
ride is a great way
to hit the road and
support  mission
while enjoying camaraderie and
fellowship. In case of rain, the ride will
be June 13-14.

LEARN MORE

SLAQ Becomes a Ministry
of VMMissions

SLAQ (Servant Leader Quest) is a pro-
gram that raises up cohorts of youth
as serving leaders in the way of Jesus
through adventure and discipleship.
Based in Harrison-
burg, Va., and led
by director Ken
Wettig, the program
became a partner-
ship of VMMissions
and Coracle for sev-
eral years. Coracle, a
nonprofit based in Arlington, Virginia,
that focuses on spiritual direction and
retreats, discontinued its leadership
of the program in February 2025. On
March 1, SLAQ will become a ministry
of VMM issions, with the hope of becom-
ing a standalone nonprofit organization.

Ken Wettig

#GREATCOMMUNITYGIVE

Cookout and Open House
Planned for April 16

VMM issions is one of over 100 organiza-
tions in Harrisonburg and Rockingham
County that participates in the Great
Community Give, an annual online giv-
ing day to support local nonprofits and
their contributions to the community.

As in prior years, VMMissions will host
a cookout and open house at the Mission
Training Center (Barn) on April 16, 2025.
Members of the community are invited
to enjoy free food and fellowship be-
tween 11:00 am and 1:00 pm.

Workers Recently
Appointed for Service

Priska DiGennaro, Partners in
Mission intern at Viva Youth in Bogota,
Colombia, for six months.

Aaron Evans*, tranSend intern on the
Launch Team in Central Asia and work-
ing as a software programmer.

Bradley Goodman*, tranSend intern
on the Launch Team in Central Asia and
exploring a longer-term assignment.

Maegan Knight, tranSend intern at an
Every Nation church plant in Panama
City, Panama.

Carlin & Chass Kreider (Arden,
Jaron, Riah, Tyrus, Zeya), tranSend
interns in training and study in Panama
followed by service in campus ministry
and church planting in Cusco, Peru.

Elliot Rhodes, tranSend intern in
discipleship and language training in
Costa Rica, followed by service with
Viva Youth in Bogotd, Colombia.

Michael Santana*, long-term worker
serving on a ministry team in a slum in
Southeast Asia.

Carl Strite, marketplace ministry
through his business, Strite’s Donuts,
and engaging in itinerant evangelism
and discipleship.

Worker Reappointments

Mike & Risha Metzler, church plant-
ers at Mosaic of Grace, Harrisonburg,
Virginia, 11/2024 to 10/2025.

Adam & Elise Sauder*, assignment
transition to long-term ministry in
South Asia, 01/2025 to 07/2025.

Randall Schlabach, pornography
recovery ministry to men in Wayne
and Holmes counties, Ohio, 11/2024 to
10/2026.

Ken Wettig, director of the SLAQ pro-
gram, Harrisonburg, Virginia, 3/2025 to
2/2026.

* Names changed for security
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Schleitheim Confession
written by Michael Sattler.
Felix Manz becomes first
Anabaptist martyr.

Anabaptist movement
begins in Zurich,
Switzerland, with first
adult baptisms of
Conrad Grebel, Felix
Manz, and Georg

Blaurock.

Two-Fold Gospel Witnhess

Early Anabaptists embodied Jesus’ call to love their
enemies and be willing to suffer for their faith.

BY JASON RHODES SHOWALTER

n 1493, Pope

Alexander VI

issued a papal bull

to the Christian
world. In it he gave
spiritual authority to
Catholic European
powers to kill or en-
slave Muslim and in-
digenous populations
in the territories they discovered, seizing the pos-
sessions and land of these “enemies of Christ” for
their own profit.! The principle in this document,
later known as the Doctrine of Discovery, formed
the legal and theological foundation for the subju-
gation of native populations of the New World and
the enslavement and exportation of peoples from
the African continent.

The historical backdrop of the papal declaration
was the centuries-long rule of Muslims in Spain
to the west and the advance of Ottoman armies
from the east. In the early decades of the 16™
century, the threats to Catholic power came not only
from invading armies but also from within. As the
Protestant Reformation swept across Europe, Ana-
baptist reformers in both Catholic and Protestant-
controlled areas called for a visible church marked
by spiritual regeneration through faith in Christ, a
reality Menno Simons called “birth from above” or
“the second birth”2.

Menno Simons, former
Catholic priest, joins the
Anabaptist movement. His
leadership organizes and
focuses the movement.

1534-1535 1540s-1550s

Munster Rebellion led by
radical Anabaptists ends
in a violent siege and the
execution of its leaders.
This event tarnishes the
Anabaptist reputation;
persecution increases.

Severe persecution of

where they establish
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Mennonites migrate to
the Netherlands and
northern Germany for
relative tolerance and
economic opportunities.

Anabaptists across Europe
drives many to flee to more
tolerant regions, such as
Moravia (Czech Republic),

communal settlements.

Though not rejecting partici-
pation in a universal church
as evidenced by their nearly
universal use of the Apostles’
Creed® and appeals to apostolic
teaching, Anabaptists saw the
local church as the community
of daily discipleship that incar-
nationally embodied that larger
identity. For these Christians,
voluntary baptism apart from
state control was the entry into this mutually-ac-
countable community of those who had received
God’s redemption through Christ and walked out
daily love for brothers and sisters. But most shock-
ing in light of the imminent threat of foreign armies
was their call to love even enemies.

Three years after leaving a Benedictine monastery
because of his growing understanding of scripture
and evangelical conviction, Michael Sattler was
tried in May 1527 on nine charges related to his
Anabaptist faith. To the charge that he discouraged
all believers from violent resistance to the Turkish
armies he replied, “If the Turks should make an in-
vasion, they should not be resisted, for it is written:
Thou shalt not kill. We are not to defend ourselves
against the Turks and our persecutors; but earnest-
ly entreat God in our prayers that he would repel
and withstand them.”*

Germantown, Pa.,
founded by 13 German
Mennonite families; first
permanent Mennonite
settlement in America.

Many Ana

economic

Michael Sattler preaches
in the woods. Painting by
Mike Atnip (Public Domain).

baptists

migrate to North
America to escape
persecution and

hardship.

1700s

Followers of Jakob
Amman (known as
Amish) split from
Mennonites over
issues of church
practice.

First Mennonites migrate
to North America, set-
tling in Pennsylvania,
which offers religious
freedom under William
Penn’s leadership.

Hutterites, an
Anabaptist
group in Moravia,
flee persecution
by migrating to
Romania and
later to Ukraine.




Public Domain.

For this witness,
Sattler’s tongue was cut
out and he was tortured
horribly before his body
was burned as a heretic.
As he fell into the fire,
“he admonished the
people, the judges and
the mayor to repent and
be converted. Then he

Portrait of Menno Simons from The Complete Works of Menno Simons, 1871.

because faith came from a voluntary response to
the proclamation of the gospel, Anabaptists re-
jected the use of violence because “the Christian’s
weapons are spiritual, against the fortifications
of the devil.”® A prominent Hutterite missionary,
Claus Felbinger, wrote in 1560, “[W]e do not go
only into this land, but into all lands...where He
sends us and will use us, there we go, in obedience
to his divine will, regardless of what we must suf-
fer and endure.”®

prayed, ‘Almighty, eter-
nal God, because I have
not been shown to be
in error, I will, with thy
help, to this day testify
to the truth and seal it with my blood.””> Margaret
Sattler, also convicted for her faith, was sentenced
to a “third baptism” of death by drowning.

The Schleitheim Confession, affirmed by a gath-
ering of Anabaptists in 1527, notes the objection
raised by many Christians of that day and the pres-
ent: “Now it will be asked by many who do not rec-
ognize (this as) the will of Christ for us, whether
a Christian may or should employ
the sword against the wicked for
the defense and protection of the
good, or for the sake of love. Our
reply is unanimously as follows:
Christ teaches and commands us
to learn of him, for he is meek and
lowly in heart and so shall we find
rest to our souls.”

“Where He
sends us and
will use us,
there we go.”

In 1535, Anabaptists violently overthrew govern-
ment authorities at Miinster, carrying out apoca-
lyptic visions of a new Jerusalem. Though the
events at Miinster were an exception that proved
the rule of Anabaptists’ commitment to suffering
love, authorities across Europe used the events to
increase persecution of the group. Menno Simons,
whose church community was just seven miles
from Miinster, regretted not speaking out more
forcefully against violence. He later clearly tied
Christian rebirth and discipleship to suffering love.
“The regenerated do not go to war, nor engage in
strife. They are children of peace who have beaten
their swords into plowshares and their spears into
pruning forks.”¢

Claus Felbinger,
Hutterite missionary

We do well to consider the invitation of the two-
fold witness of early Anabaptists who put the spiri-
tual and physical welfare of enemies before their
own lives and also made the costly case to fellow
Christians that the suffering of the cross is Jesus’
call to all believers.

Jason Rhodes Showalter is Global Ministries Director
for VMMissions.
An emphasis on God’s love was a motivating factor

. e . . 1 https://bit.ly/40KDOy], Feb. 4, 2025.
in Anabaptists’ commitment to sharing the gospel. op, Tho &  Stor,

6 https://bit.ly/3WSvjQH, Feb. 4, 2025.

2 Estep, The Anabaptist Story, 185. 7 Estep, 193.
“A : Y : ] 3 Ibid, 181. 8 Schleitheim Confession (2 Cor. 10:4)
nonresistance was love’s negative expression
s nonresistance was love’s negative expression, [ 1 3 Eaep 158
missions became its positive affirmation.”” And 5 mid, 47.

Russian Revolution and
subsequent persecution
drive many Anabaptists
to North America and
Latin America.

Hutterites migrate
from Ukraine to Russia,
where they are granted
religious freedom and
military exemption.

Anabaptist groups,
including Mennonites
and Amish, experience
growth and expansion
in North America.

Global Mennonite
population over 2
million, highest in
Africa and Asia.

First group of Russian
Mennonites arrives in
Manitoba, establishing
farming communities.

1917-1920s 1950s-1970s

During and after World
War I, many Mennonites
from Europe and the Soviet
Union migrate to North and
South America to escape
war and oppression.

1817-1820

1874

Due to changes in
Russian policies,
many Anabaptists
migrate to the U.S.
and Canada.

2015

Anabaptists com-
memorate 500
years guided by
Christ-centered
community, wit-
ness, and peace.

Some Mennonites
migrate to Latin
America, especially
Paraguay and Mexico,
seeking land and
religious freedom.

Anabaptist com-
munities are found
worldwide, with
growing populations
in Latin America,
Africa, and Asia.
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Authentic Disciples on Mission

A bold, irrepressible witness characterized both the
Early Church and the early Anabaptist movement.

BY LINFORD STUTZMAN

n 1527, Leonhard

Dorfbrunner, an

Anabaptist evan-

gelist, spent sev-
eral days in Munich,
Germany. During
that time he baptized
four Catholics in the
Isar River that runs
through the middle of
the city. Dorfbrunner
left Munich, but was
apprehended in Pas-
sau shortly thereafter,
and was martyred the
following spring. He had baptized about 3,000
persons during the year between his own baptism
and death. Thirty-two Anabaptists, including two
women who were considered “more stubborn than
the men,” were martyred in Munich in the next few
years.

Janet and Linford
Stutzman aboard their
vessel SailingActs in the
Mediterrean. Courtesy of
sailingacts.com

In 1980, Josef, a teenager from a small Catholic vil-
lage outside of Munich, met Leon Miller who was
serving with Youth Evangelism Service (YES) with
Eastern Mennonite Missions in our little congre-
gation in Munich. At the time, Josef was a rebel
against pretty much everything—the church, the
government, education, and social expectations.
Leon met Josef on the streets of Munich where he
was busking. Leon, who had done some of his own
busking, struck up a conversation and a relation-
ship and eventually introduced Josef to the Jesus he
had never known.

Josef was fascinated and attracted and, still the reb-
el, began to follow Jesus. His life changed. He de-
cided to be baptized. Knowing that his family and
probably the whole village were opposed to such
a radical decision (“You already are baptized!”), I
suggested a discrete location such as in a church
baptistry. In preparation, I told him stories about
the early Anabaptists, and how, about 450 years
earlier, Leonard Dorfbrunner came to Munich
and baptized four people who were killed shortly
thereafter, some perhaps drowned in the Isar River.
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“That’s where I want to be baptized,” Josef insisted.

Now there is a park along the Isar River today, a
popular place, when it's warm, for sunbathing on
the grassy banks of the river—a very public place.
Baptism in the same river that an early Anabaptist
had been drowned in! Baptism in a public park!
Baptism to which he would invite his family who
were in solid opposition! He had been baptized in
his little village in Bavaria as an infant, in the lo-
cal Catholic church, to which almost everyone in
the village belonged and everyone would know the
scandal.

That is where I baptized Josef—in the deathly cold
waters of the Isar, in front of our little congregation,
Josef’s family scowling from the sidelines, and curi-
ous, bemused strangers looking on. Witnessing, as
had others 450 years earlier, anabaptism.

Shortly thereafter, Josef declared himself a consci-
entious objector and refused to serve as required in
the German military. He applied for the option of
doing alternative service and was approved. Josef’s
life changed radically. He was a true Anabaptist.

It occurred to me on the day of Josef’s baptism, that
I was not an Anabaptist in the same way Josef was.
I was a Mennonite baptizing an Anabaptist.

Back in Bavaria, his family and village, watching
Josef’s life change, changed themselves from disap-
pointment to admiration.

Josef later would join the Mennonite Church,
graduate from Eastern Mennonite University in
Harrisonburg, Va., marry a Mennonite, and serve
in Germany as an evangelist with YES. He would
then return to the U.S. and join the Lancaster Men-
nonite Conference, where he was ordained to start
a new congregation in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.
West End Fellowship was planted in a part of the
city that was home to marginalized of all kinds, in-
cluding homeless and/or persons with addictions.
Several years ago, after Josef’s congregation started
other new churches, he was ordained as a bishop to
give leadership to this small network of churches



Josef Berthold (left) with Linford Stutzman on the island of Patmos, Greece, in June 2024. Josef and his wife
spent a week sailing and learning with the Stutzmans aboard SailingActs. Photo: Janet Stutzman.

engaged in mission on the margins of churched
society.

I have learned so much from Josef about being
Anabaptist, especially in mission and evangelism.
In reading Acts, observing early Anabaptists, and
reading their own amazing explanations of their
bold, irrepressible witness, I have been struck by
the similarities of the early stages of these two revo-
lutionary and effective movements.

Like Jesus, both the early church and the early Ana-
baptists fearlessly, prophetically, and persuasively
shared the good news of the Kingdom. They did so
in a dangerous environment, under threat of severe
persecution, and even death.

They defied religious and political authority and
even the pressure of their disappointed peers with
whom they shared many of the same grievances
about the oppression at the hand of those authori-
ties, but who chose to fight for change rather than
suffer for it. Their suffering, persecution, expulsion,
and martyrdom all were seen as representing Jesus
and as such made a powerful impact on individu-
als and eventually all of society.

They were authentic. Their message and their
lives proclaimed the same publicly verifiable gos-
pel. Men, women, and children participated fully
for they saw themselves as having the authority
to speak the truth to power, which they did with
enthusiasm. They exercised the power of the good
news of Jesus and the transforming power of the
Spirit and rejected the power of self-defense and
coercion.

They were nomads of the Kingdom, often leaving
the security of fields, family, and homes. Their mis-
sion activities were often an experimental enter-
prise of learning through doing, rather than stra-
tegic planning.

In both the early church and the early Anabaptist
movement, apostles emerged and God’s king-
dom spread explosively and often chaotically.
But disagreements and fracturing were inevitable.
While unity was always something for which they
worked, they did not cease to invite people to join
who might potentially challenge the unity of the
community.

This year, we Mennonites are celebrating the 500-
year anniversary of the Anabaptist Movement
that began in Zurich. Those of us who will go to
Zurich to the celebration will hear about Felix
Manz, and his own “final baptism” in the Limmat
River that runs through Zurich. We will sing, pray,
and remember. That will be wonderful! But as
Mennonites in North America celebrate with Men-
nonites from around the world, we recognize that
many of them are more Anabaptist than we are!

No matter where we're from, we can choose, like
the early followers of Jesus in the Roman Empire,
or the early Anabaptists in the Holy Roman Em-
pire, to reignite these traits and become authentic
Anabaptists again.

Linford Stutzman is professor emeritus of culture
and missions at Eastern Mennonite University and a
former mission worker in Germany and Australia.
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The Anabaptist Mission Flame

BY ELWOOD YODER

wenty-five

years ago,

Amy Rush

had an idea to
serve pancakes to hun-
gry college students on
Sunday mornings. Her
friends rallied to help,
they offered invitations,
and the Zion congrega-
tion supported the idea. Soon the students came
to eat pancakes, by the carloads, sometimes fifty
or more. Some were intrigued by a rural country
church with a great mountain view nine miles from
Eastern Mennonite University. Then they caught on
to monthly potlucks and they heard good preach-
ing. On a recent Sunday, fifteen students came for

heyday of the summer
Bible school era. Anna
also gave ten prime
years of her life to the
Mennonite mission in
Knoxville, Tenn., the
first church planted
by VMMissions.

By the mid-twentieth
century, Virginia Con-
ference  Mennonites
utilized summer Bible
school as a means of
outreach. In at least
eleven churches, the
Bible school program

included African
American  children.
But this ran head-long
into southern white
resistance. Teaching
mixed classes of black

worship and communion, with no pancakes or
potluck on the church schedule.

Having grown up in VMC, Caleb
and Stephanie Schrock-Hurst are
preparing to serve in Taiwan as
workers with VMMissions and

Recently I discovered that my ancestors joined the
Anabaptist movement in the 1660s. They had been

invited to adopt Anabaptist faith by neighbors. Mennonite Mission Network.

Hans and Catharina Joder (later Yoder) received
believers” baptism, and joined the Anabaptist-Men-
nonites. The flame of Anabaptism spread rapidly
from neighbor to neighbor. But persecution pushed
most Mennonites out of Switzerland.

The Anabaptist mission impulse sparked anew in
the late 1800s in the Virginia Mennonite Conference
(VMC). In 1887, Minister and Conference Modera-
tor Joseph N. Driver and three men rode their hors-
es to a high mountain point between Virginia and
West Virginia. Joseph’s heart burned with evange-
listic zeal at the prospect of preaching the gospel in
the hamlets and valleys of West Virginia. Ministers
and lay leaders rode horseback in extensive circuits
in what came to be called “schoolhouse evange-
lism.” Out of that zeal, Virginia Mennonite Board
of Mission and Charities (today, VMMissions) was
born in 1919.

In the first half of the century, hundreds of Men-
nonite young adults caught the mission enthu-
siasm. Nellie Coffman traipsed up and down the
mountains of West Virginia to witness to families
and children of her faith in Jesus. Anna B. Showal-
ter, from Broadway, Va., served in the mountains
of West Virginia, teaching children during the
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and white children in
Bible school and Sun-
day school brought criticism. A strong mission
impulse carried the day, though, and integrated
classes were offered in spite of glacially slow
progress toward racial integration in the South.

Photo courtesy of Elwood Yoder

A forthcoming 2025 history book about VMC
includes the mission growth and spread of church-
es far beyond Virginia. Three mission churches
emerged in Florida, two vibrant congregations
thrived in Hickory, N.C., another in Georgia, and
two in Ohio. The missional impulse was strong in
southeastern Virginia, such that by 1972 the War-
wick and Norfolk Districts had a combined nine
congregations. Beyond U.S. borders, Mennonites
started mission churches in Italy, Jamaica, and
Trinidad, and later elsewhere around the world.

Today, the mission flame of the early Anabaptists
is still very much alive. VMMissions continues to
send people to live and share the good news of
Jesus, locally and around the world. I am particu-
larly encouraged by the gospel zeal of young adults
who serve and are exploring life on mission.

Elwood Yoder is an historian, author, and retired history
and Bible teacher from Broadway, Va.



What Does Anabaptism Mean to You?

VMMissions global church partners in Jamaica and Italy describe
the enduring impact of Anabaptism.

‘ Jamaica Mennonite Church
 Est.1955

“For me, Anabaptism is pursuing a life that reflects
the teachings and example of Jesus. It is a faith that
emphasizes discipleship, community, peace, and
justice. This tradition challenges me to live counter-
culturally, prioritize God’s kingdom over worldly
values, and follow Jesus in every aspect of life.”

Elder Millicent Peart
Good Tidings Mennonite Church

“To be an Anabaptist means that I am a part of the
world’s mission of peace and I actively play a part
in sharing Christ’s message of peace.”

Sister Avia Aiken-Brown
JMC Youth President

“Anabaptism has motivated us. We feel encouraged
and energized to continue to disciple and share
Christ with whoever we have the opportunity to
minister to.”

Deaconess Valrie McCarthy
Unity in Christ Mennonite Church

“At age 13, I will never forget the sense of family I
felt as a newcomer when my mom and I began at-
tending Temple Hall Mennonite Church. We were
taught the Word of God and introduced to church
history and the Anabaptist story. We were given op-
portunities to engage in evangelism, and we shared
the gospel on buses and city centres. I give God
thanks for my wonderful church family and the var-
ious opportunities I have had to engage in outreach
and evangelism.”

Deaconess Marsha Norman
Temple Hall Mennonite Church

Italian Mennonite Church
1 Est. 1949

“Even today, Anabaptism, with its history, its truths,
and its radical reforms and deeply lived faith, con-
tinues to be a glimmer of truth in a world that settles
for half-truths or lies that silence its own conscience.
In a world where every difference is flattened and
where the search for God is emptied, it is difficult
for healthy churches to practice the fundamental
principles of Anabaptism. But by the grace of God,
these truths still resonate in the present time.

Believer’s baptism, in contrast to the practice of in-
fant baptism, emphasizes and practices that bap-
tism must be a conscious choice made by adults. In
an era where religious belonging is often taken for
granted from the moment one is born, Anabaptism
reminds us of the importance of a personal and con-
scious choice.

Anabaptists today face a reality where religious con-
flicts and political interference in religious life (and
vice versa) cause some religions to sacrifice certain
truths and orders of God on the altar of money. It is
necessary to reaffirm the need for a clear distinction
between the religious and political spheres, a sepa-
ration between church and state.

We are called to express the will of God that calls
humanity to mutual respect and love. The refusal
of any form of violence and participation in armed
conflicts is a strong sign and principle in an era
marked by conflicts and violence. Radical pacifism
testifies that God’s work in the hearts of people can
enable peace towards every people and culture.

The most challenging aspect today for Anabaptists
is to present and teach that a true Christian must
take Christ as a model; they must emulate him in
their daily lives. This produces a strong testimony
and translates into a simple, honest life of service
to others.”

Pastor Pino Arena
Shalom Mennonite Church
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Call to Prayer: Praying Through Suffering

BY ANNE (NAME CHANGED)

round 8:15 in the morning, members of
our Launch Team leave their houses and
take a short walk to our building, where
they climb the four flights of stairs to
our teammate’s apartment. There we gather to
pray, usually with the help of a scripture or song.
Fifteen minutes later, we disperse to continue our
days, most of us heading to language lessons.

I didn’t join in on this prayer gathering for the first
few months, even though I had to walk down just
one flight of stairs. It's too early. I like to have a lon-
ger morning with tea and pajamas. I'd rather inter-
cede alone. Yet I believe that God loves to be with
his people, and God chooses to work in response to
our prayers.

We can share the gospel,
hand out tracts, have lots
of seminars and meetings—
but unless the Lord moves,
the church will not be built.

Our calling to do church planting among this South
Asian Muslim people is primarily a spiritual thing.
This people group is 200 million people. We esti-
mate that for every 25,000 Muslims in this people
group there is just one believer. With our own man-
power and budgets, how can we even dent that?
We can share the gospel, hand out tracts, have lots
of seminars and meetings—but unless the Lord
moves, the church will not be built. So this year I
am joining in. I am committing to more corporate
prayer and individual prayer.

From our living room veranda, I look down over
the neighborhood mosque. Especially on Friday,
the crowd for the noon prayers fills up the multi-
storied mosque, the yard, the parking lot, the road
— even swarming around the corner into our build-
ing’s garage. Exiting and entering our building is
impossible during these prayers. We are literally
pinned in by prayer mats. For me, this becomes a
visual reminder that it will take a prayer movement
to woo an (Islamic) prayer movement—to contend
with a prayer movement. Islam is such a socially
strong force here, that our tiny efforts alone by hu-
man power won't change this; we have to focus
more on prayer.
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One of the things we have prayed about recently
is a group of persecuted believers ten hours away.
This group of believers is not organizationally con-
nected with us, but we know some of them through
youth conferences.

Persecution here ebbs and flows. This time it might
have been sparked by something on social media,
news of people coming to faith, or a disgruntled
former believer. We don’t really know. Maybe the
antagonist Muslims thought that by threats and
mobs and beatings, the new believers would return
to Islam and the old ones would be silenced. We'd
like to encourage these believers in-person, but our
foreign presence with them would only increase
persecution, as they are being accused of convert-
ing for foreign money.

But we can pray! We can pray like the believers did
in Acts 2:30, that believers would be full of bold-
ness and that God would send his healing power
with miraculous signs and wonders. Even though
these believers likely don’t even know the word
Anabaptist, I am sure that in heart they have alot in
common with the early Anabaptists who suffered
boldly for the sake of Christ. I take courage think-
ing of all the persecution that the early Anabap-
tists faced. The church was not defeated back then:
persecution can help us turn to God for spiritual
strength, it can take us to our knees to pray.

Can I invite you to pray for these South Asian
brothers and sisters, too?

Anne serves among an unreached people group in
South Asia with her husband James (names changed)
and three children with Pioneers and VMMissions.



Worker Profile: Jorge and Ginny Enciso
Matilde, Maia, Matthias, Martin

Assignment:

We serve with VMMissions in Bogota, Colombia, overseeing
anonprofit called Viva Youth, which is dedicated to support-
ing at-risk youth and fostering a network of pilgrim church-
es that has now expanded into Venezuela. Ginny directs the
Resource Center where youth who have exited government
state care receive holistic care in meeting physical, emotion-
al and spiritual needs as they transition to adulthood. Jorge
works on church planting efforts which include strategiz-
ing, traveling, and making new connections. We have a full
and busy life with four kids and we love serving as a family.

Biggest challenge:

One of our biggest challenges in the Resource Center is the
daily decisions that require a lot of discernment on how best
to help each individual with their unique needs. For this
reason, it is essential to have a strong team with different
perspectives and wisdom. Do we receive a youth who just
got out of jail? How do we help a young man struggling
with health issues and homelessness, or a young woman
who repeatedly covers up the truth and is vulnerable to sex
trafficking? What is she really trying to tell us? The weight of
walking with youth who are struggling must also be borne
by a team, taking care of each other as we take care of those
who walk through our doors. There are thousands of youth
in this situation, and yet we touch only a few every day. We
fight on, trusting that kingdom work is about the long-term
and being faithful, that God will bring the growth.

Service program:
transForm

Serving since: 2024

Biggest joy:

We love seeing how God is patient with each of us, and be-
ing reminded of God’s grace and love for us. “N” started
asking questions about faith after four years of being with
us, coming most days to the Resource Center. He has trav-
eled with us to serve in children’s programs in remote areas.
We’ve seen his ups and downs. This December, he let go
of the hurt he was carrying towards his family and moved
toward forgiving them. He now shows up to tell me the lat-
est Bible story he read, or how he prayed for the first time
out in the desert. His growing faith is real and matches his
personality and character.

A typical day:

We take an hour bus ride or a 45 minute taxi ride through
the crowded Bogota streets to the Resource Center for at-risk
youth. Ginny takes the morning to do math, reading and
spelling with our 2nd and 7th grader, while our 10th grader
works independently. We have lunch with the other youth,
staff and volunteers who are there for the day. We spend
the afternoon connecting with youth—listening to stories,
playing together, and problem solving on how to meet their
practical needs. We often host a variety of people at home
in the evenings or visit friends for house church gatherings.
And sometimes we come home to rest and spend time as a
family.

TRANSFORMING WINTER 2025 11



VMMISSIONS ANNUAL UPDATE  ..cicvenire

IN JESUS CHRIST

CURRENT STATISTICS WORKERS BY REGION
68 TOTAL WORKERS
29 SERVING 5+ YEARS (43%) ’EL(J1RS(02;3 2
24 NON-U.S. BACKGROUND (34%) USA <.
29 SERVING UPGs* (43%) (40%) . ~ AS(I)A
22 NEW WORKERS (SINCE 01/2024) . AIE;L))CA (ii )
16 TRANSEND INTERNS & L
84 E3 COLLECTIVE PARTICIPANTS (2024) & \3,?-"
13 COUNTRIES OF SERVICE EATINAMERICA
18  MINISTRY SUPPORT TEAMS (MSTs) (7%)
63 MST MEMBERS
14 STAFF
13 BOARD MEMBERS Statistics current as of February 21, 2025

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW IN FISCAL YEAR 2024 (SEPT. 1,2023 - AUG. 31, 2024)

REVENUE OTHER
7% CASH DONATIONS $2.3M $1.9M

Fundraising
EXPENSES

TOTAL EXPENSES $2.9M

HOW FUNDS

WERE USED 17%

Support TWO-YEAR COMPARISON
CATEGORY 2023 2024
CASH DONATIONS  $2,548,760  $2,347,761
4% OTHER REVENUE $1,006,873  $1,991,688
Equipping TOTAL REVENUE $3,555,633 $4,339,449
72% TOTAL EXPENSES $2,637,342  $2,949,505
Global Ministries
TOTAL ASSETS $10,497,038 $11,886,982

* Unreached People Groups, defined as less
than or equal to 5% Christian AND less than or
equal to 2% evangelical.

Workers and staff at the VMMissions
worker retreat in July 2024 at Highland
Retreat, Bergton, Virginia.

{® VMMissions




INDIVIDUAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL DONORS

These contributors gave to VMMissions in the 2023-2024 fiscal year (September 1, 2023 through August 31, 2024). Those designated with an
asterisk (*) are donors to the Mission Fund.

Anonymous Donors*

Dennis & Shelley Abline*

Brian & Lori Aeschliman

Agape Sunday School Class (HMC)

Ryan Ahlgrim

Kathryn Albright

Richard & Louise Alderfer*

Margaret Alexander

Brandon & Marla Alger

David & Julia Alleman*

Landon Allen

Alfonso & Milagro Alvarado*

Stephen & Patricia Alvis*

Devon & Teresa Anders*

Alan & Kay Anthony

Joe & Sharon Arbaugh*

Joseph & Madelyn Arbaugh

Rodney & Elizabeth Arment

Back Rhodes Farm LLC

The Backyard Solution - Culpeper
Branch, LLC*

Franklin & Retha Baer

Christopher & Carrie Baker

Michael & Destiny Baker

Carlos & Deborah Ball

C. Ray & Patricia Barrier*

Daniel & Nichole Barrows

Alfred Batrina*

Clarence Bauman & Barbara
Barkdoll

Marian Bauman

Tim & Karen Baynard

Jeremy & Diann Beach*

Alvin & Karen Beachy

James & Bonnie Beachy

Jim & Pam Beachy*

Jonathan & Anita Beachy

Sarah Diener Beachy

Bear Creek Enterprises, Inc.

Dave & Deb Bearden

Brett Bechler

Justin & Erin Beeker

Rachel Beery

Larry & Natalie Beiler

Paul & Leanna Beiler

Michael & Lori Beinlich

Richard & Lenora Bell

Doris Bender

Eric & LuAnn Bender

John & Mildred Bender*

Eric & Mary Bendfeldt

Jim & Joyce Benedict

Caleb & Gabrielle Benner

Floyd & Debra Bergey

Gina Bing*

Darren & Phoebe Birky

Anna Bishop*

Megan Bishop*

Kenneth & Ruth Blackman

Carroll & Erma Blosser*

Clayton & Lois Blosser*

Floyd & Janet Blosser*

Jesse & Ellen Blosser

Max & Alta Blosser

Joseph & Diane Blumber*

Symone Bolden

John & Linda Bomberger

G. Edwin & Edie Bontrager

Gary & Julie Bontrager

Jonas & Barbi Borntrager*

Leonard Borriello*

Jason & Harrigan Bowman

John & Hazel Bowman*

Lawrence & Sylvia Bowman*

Mary Jo Bowman

Richard & Elsie Bowman

Chester & Nancy Bradfield*

James & Teresa Bradshaw

Kenneth & Joni Brandt

David & Tiffany Brenneman

Thomas Brenneman

Clinton & Susie Bridge

Ricky & Allie Brouse

Ted & Tammy Brown*

Maynard & Janice Brubacher

David & Martha Brubaker*

Dennis & Alice Brubaker*

Myron & Regina Brubaker

Lloyd & Edna Brugger

George & Ruthann Brunk*

Leon & Wendy Brunk*

Raymond & Reba Brunk

Twila Brunk*

Daniel & Jessamyn Bryant

Jacob Bryant*

Lynn Buchanan*

Donald & Lois Bucher

Matthew & Greta Bucher

Martha Buckwalter

Robert & Betty Lou Buckwalter

Steve & Marian Buckwalter*

Evelyn Buhl*

Mary Bullock

Donna Burgoyne

Brian & Linda Martin Burkholder

E. Jane Burkholder

Edward Burkholder & Sara
Showalter*

Karen Burkholder

Lyle Burkholder*

Marlin & Christine Burkholder

Merle & Edith Burkholder

Olen & Norma Burkholder*

Rodney & Joyce Burkholder

Ruel & Diane Burkholder*

Sheldon & Carolyn Burkholder

Steve & Olivia Burkholder*

Owen & Barbara Byer

Ryan & Heather Cain

Joyce Campbell*

Stephen & Laura Campbell*

Campbell Print Center*

Cardinal Dental Specialists*

Steven & M. Christine Carpenter

Mike & Edith Carr*

Christopher Chapple & Maureen
Shannon-Chapple*

Derrick & Rebekah Charles

Merle & Evelyn Christner

Crystal Chun

Young Chun

Waluse Chunda

Michael & Cory Clanahan*

Alton & Jamie Clark

Kevin & Susan Clark

Bill & Betty Clifton

Darrell Cline*

Paul & Sherry Cline*

David & Anita Clymer

Donald & Esther Clymer

Martha Clymer*

Coastal Door Supply Inc.

Eric & Heather Codding

Briana Coffman

Guillermo & Nell-Marie Colman

The Community Foundation of
Harrisonburg and
Rockingham County*

Chris Conley & Angela Arrington®

Camron & Leah Conrad*

Tom Contos

Jeff & Kim Copeland

Coracle

Yanely Ponce Correa*

Marites Cortes*

Joy Cotchen

County Line Materials, LLC*

Spencer Cowles*

Earl & Sharon Crissman

Crystal Horning LPC PLLC

Leroy & Barbara Custer

Jeanne Darling*

David Alan Industries, Inc.

Andrew & Jennifer Davis

Caryn Davis

Ruth Dean*

Michael & JoEtta Deaton

Bradley & Kathleen DeForest

Deiter Family

Betty deLeeuwerk

Ben Delp

Ivan & Lorene Derstine

Design Concrete Builders Inc.

Jeff & Beth Deubert

Dennis & Joyce Dever

Ernest & Katrina Didot

Aram & Deborah DiGennaro

Simeon & Janelle DiGennaro

Tobias & Elizabeth DiGennaro

Andrew Dillenbeck*

Stephen & Elizabeth Dintaman

Ronald & Ruth Ann Dixon*

Thomas Domonoske & Dolores
Flamiano

Michael & Linda Donaldson

Rebekah Dooley

Curtis & Phyllis Dorsing*

Rachel Doude

Kevin & Amanda Driver

Nelson Driver*

Woodrow & Regina Driver*

Charlene Duncan*

Peter & LeAnna Dunn*

Christopher & Martha Eads*

Allen Early*

Gene & Benedicte Early

Roy & Phyllis Early*

Eastern Mennonite School*

Charles & Sonya Eberly*

lan & Hannah Eberly

Peter & Natalie Eberly*

Wendell & Carol Eberly

James & Rita Eby*

Karmen Eby

Ralph & Betty Jo Eby

Steve Eisner

Ernest & Ruth Elliott

Jorge & Ginny Enciso

James & A. Margaret Engle

John-Allen & Jenny Ennis

Loretta Ennis

Richard & Renee Erickson

Darelle Esh

Jacob Esh

David & Joyce Eshleman

Robert & Rosalie Eshleman*

The Estate of Millard Turner

The Estate of Lloyd & Sarah
Weaver*

The Estate of Patricia M. Weaver

Everence*

Roger & Mary Lou Farmer

Lillia Farr

Brian & Rachel Farrell

Gerald & Mary Faith Fawley

William & Karen Fennell*

Robert & Jeanell Ferguson*

Todd Ferrante & Janelle Clark*

Kristen Ferver

Brad & Sarah Feyen

Lareta Halteman Finger*

T. Basil & Barbara Finnegan

Kathy Fisher*

Avis Foster

B. Keith & Jane Fowler

Mark & Jenny Fox

Barbara Ann Frank*

Timothy & Jennifer Freed*

Guy & Susan Freesen

Michele Freeze

Colton Frey*

James Galambos

Kevin & Sonya Gasser

Charles & Marjorie Gautsche*

Asrat Gebre & Meseret
Endeshaw*

Caroline Gehman*

Jon & Terri Gehman

Geil Hay LLC

Gerald Grain Center Inc.

Norm & Margaret K. Gerber*

Don & Janet Gillman

A. Chan & Kelly Gingerich*

Craig & Jana Gingerich

David & Ericka Gingerich*

Douglas & Gloria Gingerich*

Ed & Mary Lou Gingerich*

Jason Gingerich

Joyce Gingerich

Kenneth & Noreen Gingerich*

Marty & Heidi Gingerich

Matthew & Sara Gingerich

Orval & Cleta Gingerich

Steve & Jean Gingerich

Trevor & Denise Gingerich

Vidya Girish

David Gish

Martha Godshall*

Kevin & Denise Goertzen

Donald & Ruth Goldbloom

Estefania Godoy Gonzalez

Gabriel Godoy Gonzalez

Edwin & Esther Good

Harley & Irene Good*

Nevin Good*

Ray & Sandra Good

Roy & Kathryn Good*

Wanda Good*

Merlin Graber

Carol Graham*

Leona Graybill

Christopher & Gloria Gredler*

Timothy & Karen Green

Tyler & Kristin Green

Collin Greiser*

Alta Grieser*

Dana & Sharon Grieser

Christine Grim

Marlene Grimm

Becky Judd Grimsley*

Nicole Groff*

Paul & Pam Groff*

Scott & Jennie Grove

Solveig Gruber

Lowell & Susan Guengerich*

Bradford & Karen Guisewite*

Hannah Guisewite*

David & Debra Gullman

Lowell & Miriam Haarer*

Lydia Haggard*

William & Tara Haley

Carol Hall*

Steven & Sara Halteman

Zach Halteman

David & Carol Hamilton

Carrie Hamsher

Matt & Kristina Hamsher

Joseph & Maurita Hanford

Bruce Hankee

Carl & Vera Hansen*

Alan Harder

Phil & Wanda Harder*

Carl & Herta Harman*

Merlin Harman

Orden Harman

Teresa Harris

Harrisonburg District of VMC
Pearl Hartman

Mark & Brenda Hartman-Souder
Abe & Rachel Hartzler*

Dale & Barb Hartzler*

David & Kathleen Hartzler
Jay & Sherilyn Hartzler

W. Kent & Stephanie Hartzler
Chad & Lori Hatter*

Dennis & Luanne Hatter*
Whit & Cheri Hawkins*
Matthew Hawks

Sydney Hayslett

Charles & Virginia Haywood
HeartLink Network, Inc.
Dwight & Fannie Heatwole
Jefferson & Vanessa Heatwole
John & Mary Ann Heatwole*
Leo & Ruthanne Heatwole*
Linda Heatwole*

Milton & Mary Ethel Heatwole*
Steven & Nancy Heatwole*
Alice Hedgepeth*

Nancy Heisey

Eleanor Stultz Heishman*
Irvin & Anna Heishman*
Timothy & Katelynn Heishman
Les & Sylvia Helmuth*
Helmuth Builders Supply*
James & Joann Henderson
Amy Hendricks

Ryan & Rachel Henschel*
Mario & Lizzette Hernandez*
Benjamin & Miriam Herr
Brenda Hershberger

Jim & Ann Hershberger*
Paul & Lorie Hershberger
Gerald & Jeanette Hershey
Irvin Hershey*

James & Jewel Hertzler

Jerry & Lisa Hertzler

Wilmer & Lois Hertzler*

Dan & Mary Hess

Jacob & Norlene Hess

Luke & Dot Hess

Patricia Gail Hickok*
Highland Retreat

Paul & Sib Hildebrandt

Matt & Suzy Hinkle

John & Nancy Histand*
Shirley Hochstetler

Craig Hofstetter®

Brad & Tammy Holliday
Jerry & Mary Holsopple

Lloyd Hoover

Paul & Shirley Hoover*
Hope Community Builders*
R. Keller & Joann Hopkins
Robert & Marci Hopkins
Alicia Horst

Christopher & Tanya Horst
Darin & April Horst

Eldon & Joyce Horst

Jim & Jean Horst*

Ken & Sue Horst*

Loren & Earlene Horst*
Mark & Debbie Horst*
Michael & Lindsay Horst*
Reuben & Ruth Ann Horst*
Steve Horst & Bethany Tobin*
Theresa Horst

J. Marcos & Anita Hostetler*
Janet Hostetler

Robert & Eloise Hostetler*
Ronald & Anna Mae Hostetler
Vernon & Janet Hostetler
Alden & Louise Hostetter
Alice Hostetter

Chuck & Joyce Hostetter
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Darrel & Sherill Hostetter
Eric & Janet Hostetter
Obe & Jill Hostetter*
Steven Hostetter

Nathaniel Howard & Julieth Paez

Heidi Howerzyl

Johnny Hsu & Virginia Chin*

Ray & Lynette Huber

Matthew & Kristen Huffman

Les Hughbanks

Gabriel Godoy Huizar & Virginia
Godoy

Stephen & Heather Hull

Jack Hummel*

J. Roy & Joanne Hunsberger*

Bob & Deb Hurst

Brian & Amy Hutcherson

Rose Huyard

Jesus Igloria*®

Serge & Dora Ivanitsky*

Heather Jackson

Kimberley Jackson

Beryl & Margo Jantzi*

J. Melvin Janzen*

Milton Janzen*

Hadley & Janice Jenner

Michael & Barbara Johnson*

Elizabeth Johnston*

Bill & Janice Jolley

Christopher & Melissa Jones

Larry & Linda Jones

William & Emily Jones

Jacob Sider Jost

Dean & Miriam Josten*

Paul & Joy Kanagy

Hahns & Suzanne Kanode

Gary & Carolyn Kardos

Sarah Katumu

Aaron & Laura Kauffman*

Dennis & Rose Kauffman*

Douglas & Norma Kauffman

Glen & Sandy Kauffman*

Kent & Joy Kauffman

Marie Kauffman

Ryan & Christy Kauffman

Jonathan & Kelly Keane

Richard & Margaret Keeler*

Jonathan Keener

Willy & Barb Keener

J. Edwin & Judith Keens*

Keezletown Ruritan Club Inc.

Monica Kehr

Mark & Darlene Keller

Kelona Farms

Kelona Farms, Inc.*

Joel & Jenny Kempf

Sarah Kennedy

James & Liisa Kephart

David & Anita Kindy*

Faye King*

Lois A. King

Martin & Sharon King

Nathan & Joanna King

Ronald King & Carolyn Grasse

Walter & Miriam King*

Kingsway Prison and Family
Outreach

Robert & Pamela Kirchman

Sharon Kisamore*

Charlene Kiser*

Dawn Kiser

Jeffry & Joy Kiser

Leroy & Juanita Kiser*

Toni Kiser*

Daniel & Ronnie Klim

Hannah Kline

Naomi Kniss*

Robert & Brenda Kniss*

Carroll & Tiffany Knupp

Koinonia Fellowship (HMC)

Brad & Lindsey Kolb*

Leonard Kopia & Barbara Hicks*

Lily Kratz

Paul & Evelyn Kratz*
Eugene & Christina Kraybill*
Sharon Kraybill

David & Mary Ann Kreider
Dorothy Kreider*

John Kreider*

John & Betty Kreider*

Joy Kreider

Lois Kreider*

Lois Bowman Kreider*

Marlin & Elsie Kreider

Richard & Karen Kropf

Gerda Krueger

Benjamin & Wilda Kruzinski*

Theresa Kubasak

David & Melanie Kuhns

Dennis Kuhns & Edith Shenk
Kuhns*

Joan Kulp

Benjamin & Alyssa Kurtz

Betty Kurtz*

C. Eldon & Sharyl Kurtz*

Ruth Kurtz

Wayne & Kathleen Kurtz

Kurtz Farms

Gerard & Dale Labrecque

Maria José Lagos

Floyd & Lillie Lahman

Judy Lalla*

Roland & Darlene Landes*

Steven & Rosemary Landis*

Kathleen Lane

Douglas & Gwendolyn Lantz

Pearl Lantz*

Lao Christijak*

Lydia Lapp*

Micah & Jane Laroche*

Eldon Layman

Jonathan Layman*

Kenneth & Debra Layman

Stephanie Layman

LD&B Insurance & Financial
Services*

Doris Leaman

Erma Leaman

Jonathan Leaman*

Kevin & Hannah Leaman

Paul & Mary Leaman

Joonsuk Lee & Jieun Chang

Lisa LeFevre

Crystal Lehman

Dan & Kristina Lehman

David & Lavonne Lehman*

Galen & Gloria Lehman*

Mark & Margaret Lehman*

Philip & Marcia Lehman

Welby & Lisa Lehman*

Wilmer & Mary Louise Lehman*

Lehman Insurance Agency Inc.

Kenneth & Katherine Leichty

Kerry & Rebecca Leichty

Michael & Melanie Leichty

Lloyd Leinbach

Austin & Rachel Lester

Milton Lewis & Regina Keener-
Lewis*

Sunoko & Natalie Lin

Brian & Connie Lindsey

Winston & Jan Liskey*

Dan & Susette Litwiller*

Clifford & Ruth Liu

Angela Lockard

Donald & Janet Lohr

Robin Long

Joseph Longacher*

Gladys Longacre*

Kevin & Shelby Longenecker

Randall & Marla Longenecker

David & Gillian Longfield

Sonja Lovell*

Carl Lynch & Linda Wenger

John Lynch & Laurie
Landy-Lynch*

Milford & Carolyn Lyndaker*

Ronnie Mack*

Prakash & Catherine Madhavaiya

Normand & Marilyn Mailhot
Maplewood Valley Ranch*
Herb & Judy Marshall*

Arlin & Janet Martin*

Curt & Liz Martin*

Dale & Marjorie Martin

Dale & Paula Martin*

14 VMMISSIONS ANNUAL UPDATE 2024

Daniel & Lydia Martin*

Daniel & Ruth Ann Martin*

Don & Barbara Martin

Dwight & Pam Martin

Ella Martin*

Ike & Sue Martin*

J. Garland Martin*

Joan Martin*

Lee & Peg Martin*

Michael & Yvonne Martin*

Philip & Joyce Martin

Richard Martin

Robert Martin*

Rodney & S. Renee Martin*

Ruth Martin*

Teresa Martin

Angela Massey

Justin & Jessica Mast

Mark & Dawn Mast

Roger & Cheryl Mast*

Mast Properties LLC

David Mastin

Cliff & Marie Maust*

Duane & Elaine Maust*

Jackson & Katie Maust

James & Joyce Maust*

Marcus & Lynae Maust

Marvin & Lori Maust

Nathan & Beth Maust*

Wendell & Lois Maust*

Nathan & Melodie May

William & Rebecca May

Melody Mayer

William & Betty Mayes

Scott McAvoy

Brenda McDonald

Arthur & Evelyn McPhee*

Michael & Debra Medley*

Miriam Medrano*

Jesse & Amy Mercer

Elmer & Violet Metzler*

Mike & Risha Metzler*

Nick & Sylvia Meyer

Margaret Michael

Paul Michel

Cam & Christina Michels

Calvin & Jan Miller*

Chadrick & Carmen Miller

Craig M. & Lois Blauch Miller*

Dan Miller*

Darrel & Briana Miller

David Miller

Dennis & Rosie Miller

Donald & Sylvia Miller*

Harold & Karen Miller*

Howard & Carolyn Miller*

Kenlyn & Carolyn Miller*

Levina Miller*

Lynn & Janice Miller*

Mark & Melanie Miller*

Martha Miller*

Merv & Linda Miller*

Phyllis J. Miller

Roman J. Miller & Elva M. Miller

Samuel & Viola Miller*®

Sara Grace Miller*®

Shirley Miller*

Terry & Arbo Miller

Brian & Victoria Mininger

David & Marian Mininger*

Eleanor Mininger*

Donald Paul & Catherine
Mishler*

David Moeller

Earl & Joy Monroe*

Cynthia Moore

Philip Mores*

Christian & Glenda Mosemann*

Emanuel Moser

Mountain Valley Mennonite
Churches*

Doris Moyer

J. Phillip & Betsy Moyer

James & Pamela Moyer

Vernon Moyer

David & Joanna Moyer-Diener*

Jamey & Gen Moyer-Groff

Barbara Moyers*

Karen Moyers*
Susan Moyers*
Russell & Ruth Mumaw

Timothy & Kimberly Mumbauer

Michael Murchison

James & Aldine Musser
Miriam Musser

David Myers

Herbert & Sarah Myers
Renee Myers

Jacob Nafziger

Patrick & Christine Nafziger
Randall & Diane Nafziger
Shirley Nafziger

Donald Nair*

Mark & Mary Thiessen Nation*
Gerald Nauman*

Arlette Ndayizigiye

David & Elizabeth Nealon
John & Linda Neff*

Sharon Nesselrodt*

Art Neuenschwander

Ken & Connie Neuenschwander

Ben & Mary Jane Newcomer*
Peter & Minh Nguyen*
David & Brenda Nice*
Eddie Nice*

Kevin & Marcia Nice*
Richard Nichols*
Timothy & Miriam Nissley*
Adam Nofziger

Glenn & Erin Nofziger*
I. Wesley & Vicki Nolt*
Mervin Nolt*

Wilmer & Doris Nolt
Carolyn Nowlin*

Ben & Emily Nyce*
Oaktree Builders, Inc.*
Carmen Okanya

Stan & Vonnie Oyer
Daphne Padasas*
Lavon Page

Emily Paradiso

Michael Paratore
Steven & Debra Pardini*

Park View Federal Credit Union*

Pearl Parks

Randall Pastrone & Sylvia
Graber-Pastrone*

Layton & Diana Payne*

PBMares*

Gustavo & Priscilla Pedroza*

Gregory Peek

Chris & Stephanie Pellerin

Robert & Celah Pence*

Giovanni Castafieda Perez &
Tomasa Castafieda

Renae Peters

John & Ruby Petersheim*

Valerie Phillips

Jaidan Piper

Ron Piper*

Natalie Pittman

J. W. Porter*

Dave & Krista Powell

Michael & Noelle Prescott

Rachelle Pruett

Jimmie & Marcia Pusey*

Raleigh & Opal R. (pseudonymns)

Craig Ramsbottom

John & Rachel Ramsbottom

Thomas & Joanne Ramsbottom

Edwin & Doris Ranck*

James & Judith Ranck

Janis Ranck

Yacoub & Miriam Rasul
(pseudonymns)

Kimberley Reade

Elwood & Delores Reid*

Joel & Valerie Reinford*

Mary Reitz*

Melvin & Pauline Reitz

Jan Reser

Langley Respess

Raymond & Naomi Ressler*

Austin & Julia Rhodes

Dennis & Carol Rhodes

Elliot Rhodes*

James & Leanna Rhodes

Jason & Laura Rhodes

Leon & Elva Rhodes

Martin & Sylvia Rhodes

Richard & Lois Rhodes*

Robert & Debbie Rhodes

Sydney & Kristi Rhodes*

Wayne & Kathleen Zehr Rhodes

Edward & Judy Ricca

Paul Richard

Anna Richardson

Peter Richardson

Larry & Melda Richer

Christopher & Melody Riddle

Michael & Roxanne Rider

Delvin & Lora Riegsecker

Taylor Rigg

Marites Riggelman*

Cody Riggleman*

Tim Riggleman*

David Riley

Paul Riner*

Barbara Risi*

Benjamin & Kathleen Risser

Abram & Ruth Rittenhouse*

Ryan & Rebecca Roberts

Rachel Robinson

Ann Rocap

Antero & Ann Rodriguez

Allen & Priscilla Rohrer*

Martha Rohrer*

Jason Roscoe

Cynthia Rosen

Jeremy & Julie Ross

Ronald & Charlene Roth*

Verle Rufenacht*

Amy Rush

David & Julette Rush

James Rush*

John Rush

Paul & Alice Rush

Ryan Rush*

David & Jeanette Ryan

S&W Heating & Air LLC*

Steven & Sherri Saines

Bruce Salsburg*®

Salt Sunday School Class (HMC)

Armando & Verénica Sanchez

William & Ramona Sanders

Moravia Satterfield

Daniel & Lois Sauder

Laurence & Evelyn Sauder*

Samuel & Janell Sauder

William & Bertha Schaefer*

Judith Schafer

Dianna Schiedel*

Lucille Schiefer*

Marilyn Schlabach

Elizabeth Schoenhals

Gerald & Christine Schoenhals

John Schoenhals

Mark & Sarah Schoenhals*

Henry & Patricia Schosser

Elwood & Lorene Schrock

Radell & Sarah Schrock*

Ruth Schrock*

Caleb & Stephanie
Schrock-Hurst*

Luke & Carmen Schrock-Hurst

Tim & Cary Schulte

Matthew & Mindy Schwartz*

Rayah Secrist

Timothy Seidel

Randy & Patsy Seitz

Select Aerospace Industries, Inc.

Lois Sell

Harvey & Connie Senger*

Kent Sensenig & Jennifer Davis
Sensenig

Don & Marian Shank

Dorothy Shank*

Lisa Hawkins Shank

Rebecca Shank*

Rowland Shank*

Andrew Shantz

David Shelor*

Alan & Sharon Shenk

Gerald & Sara Wenger Shenk



H. Michael & Peggy Shenk*

H. Michael & Ramona Shenk

James & Eileen Shenk*

Keaton & Elizabeth Shenk

Kelly Shenk

Ranita Shenk*

Melanie Sherer*

Julie Shiflet

Craig & Bonnie Shoemaker*

Timothy & Tamara Shoemaker

Glennys Shouey

Austin & Sarah Showalter

Clay & Joanna Showalter*

Duane & Zola Showalter

Elizabeth Showalter*

Evonne Showalter*

Fred & Doris Showalter

Glen & Lois Showalter*

Harry & Nancy Showalter®

James & Carol Showalter*

Jason & Carmen Rhodes
Showalter*

Jewel Showalter

Joseph Showalter

Joyce Showalter*

Lydia Showalter

Millard Showalter & Mary Kratz*

Myron & Evie Showalter

Omar Showalter*

Robert & Elsie Showalter*

Ruel & Eunice Showalter*

Samuel & Janice Showalter*

Hannah Shultz*

Harold & Alma Mae Shultz

Ronald & Regina Shultz

Kirsten Sihlanick

Kinley & Amy Simmers

Dale & Ruth Simmons*

Vickey Simmons

Marvin Slabaugh

Sarah Ellen Slabaugh

Herbert Slade

Deirdre Smeltzer

Dean & Kay Smith

James Willoughby Smith

Jenny Smith

Kenneth & Patricia Smith*

Steve & Jeannie Smith

James & Martha Snavely*

Craig & Jill Snider*

Del & Lee Snyder

Michael & Jill Snyder*

Georgette Soderlund

Sojourners Sunday School Class
(Central MC)

Dana & Donna Sommers*

Jason Song & Shin Ji Kang*

CONGREGATIONAL DONORS

Paul & Donna Souder*
James & Linda Southerland
Thomas & Sharon Spicher
Jacob Spidel & Desiree
Weaver-Spidel
Andrew & Brittany Spotts
Frank & Annette Sprinkel
David & Debbie Stapleton
John & Mary Beth Stauffer*
Steffen Farms*
Joseph Steinberg
Mark & Karen Steiner*
Roy & Ruth Steiner*
Stephen & Beverly Steiner
William Steklenski

Michael & Thiphakesone Stempel

Reid & Susan Stempel
David & Esther Stenson
Cheryl Stine

Devin Stipe

Andrew Stoltzfus

Daryl & Debbie Stoltzfus
David & Twila Stoltzfus
Elam & Edna Stoltzfus
Gabriel & Lydia Stoltzfus
Glen & Malinda Stoltzfus*
J. Parke & Marcia Stoltzfus
Karl Stoltzfus, Jr.

Linda Stoltzfus

Lydia Stoltzfus

Marvin Stoltzfus

Rosie Stoltzfus

Curtis & Ann Stoudt

David Stringham

Adam & Jeanette Strode
Michael & Linda Stuckey
Barbara Stutzman

Ben & Andrea Stutzman
Curtis & Jeanne Stutzman*
Ervin & Bonita Stutzman
Jonathan Stutzman
Linford & Janet Stutzman*
Kelly Sullenger

Donna Suter

Eldie & Lynn Suter*

Jason & Tina Suter®

Merle & Tonya Swarey
Jim & Lynn Swartley
Matthew & Debbie Swartley*
Heidi Swartzentruber
Renita Swartzentruber
Edwin & Charlotte Swope
Nelson Swope

Daniel & Cindy De Tablan*
Dionisio De Tablan*

Don & Melodie Taylor
Patti Tice*

Ryan & Caitlin Tice

Lowell & Sharyn Tieszen*

Matthew Tieszen*

George & Anne Tobin

Skip & Carol Tobin*

James & Debra Townsend*

Michael & Donna Trainum

Matt & Crystal Trost

Harold & Millie Trotter*

Jonathan & Meredith Trotter*

Max & Janet Troyer*

Brent Trumbo*

Judith Trumbo*

Jennifer Ukwa

Allen R. Umble*

Carol Van Donk*

Scott & Cheryl Van Horn*

Marilyn VanPelt*

Daniel & Barbara Varnell

Verde Wash Inc.

Jean Viaud-Murat

Virginia Mennonite Retirement
Community*

VistaShare LLC

Linwood & Radella Vrolijk

Mary Lou Vrolijk*

Linda Wachter

Jason & Jenny Wagner

John & Sherri Waidelich

Wendy Walker

Peter Wallis

Katherine Warfel

R. Jeremy & Anita Warner

Nancy Watts

Barbara Weaver

Daniel & Frances Weaver*

Deron & Dawn Weaver

Dorothy Jean Weaver*

Judith Weaver*

M. Gregory & Valerie Weaver*

M. Steven & Elsie Weaver*

Maynard & Gayle Weaver

Michael & Rachel Weaver*

Michelle Weaver

Patrick & Melissa Weaver

Samuel Weaver

Verda Weaver*

Weaver's Floor America*

Millie Webb

Ronda Weber

Helen Wecker

Gordon & Barbara Weirich*

Justin & Sarah Weirich*

Colton & Alecia Wenger

Darrell & Hannah Wenger*

Earl Wenger

J. Lowell & Janet Wenger

J. Lowell & Marlene Wenger*
Joshua Wenger

Linda Wenger*

Robert & Lois Wenger*
Wade Wenger

Dean & Regina Wentz*
Wilson West

Marvin & Liisa Westen
Kenneth & Emily Wettig
Beverly Whitcomb
James & Judy White
William White & Lois Kauffman
Phil & Leanne Wickline
Randy Wigginton*
William & Bangon Wilkie
Gary Wilkins

James Willard*

Rivers & Angie Williams*
Norvel & Judith Willink
Craig Wilson*

Ry & Jeanine Wilson
Charlie & Debbie Witman
Amos & Julia Witmer*

Isaac Witmer & M. Rene Hostetter

Marjorie Witmer

Samuel & Florence Witmer
Carey Womack

Eugene Yang

Brent & Lucinda Yoder
Carroll & Nancy Yoder
Dale & Phyllis Yoder
Daniel & Lois Yoder

David D. Yoder & Cathy Godshall

Yoder
Dee Dee Yoder
Denton & Janet Yoder
Don & Emma Yoder
Edward & Laura Yoder*
Elwood & Joy Yoder*
Galen Yoder
Gary & Jewel Yoder
Harold & Sue Yoder*
J. David & Nancy Yoder*
Jonathan & Kim Yoder
Kenton & Diane Yoder*
Lawrence & Shirlee Yoder*
Lawrence R. & Bonnie Yoder*
Miriam Yoder*
Nevin & Sarah Yoder*
Paul & Carol Yoder*
Paul & Katrina Yoder*
Paul A. & Ann L. Yoder
Philip Yoder*
Richard & Jeanelle Yoder*
Sanford & Barbara Yoder
Sherwin & Rachel Yoder*
Tom & Karen Yoder*

Wayne & Roveen Yoder
Russell & Casey De Young*
Ben & Risa Yutzy*

David & Jewel Yutzy*
Lavern & Mary Jane Yutzy
Max & Melissa Z. (pseudonymns)
Kenneth & Audrey Zehr
Maria Zehr

Pauline Zehr*

Joel & Anita Zeiset

Glenn & Kathleen Zendt
Earl & Ruth Zimmerman
Joe & Kathy Zimmerman
Joyce Zimmerman

Leon & Naomi Zimmerman
Rose Zimmerman

Daniel & Jacinda Zook
Darrell & Gwen Zook
Gordon & Bonnetta Zook*
Rhoda Zook

These congregations gave to VMMissions in the 2023-2024 fiscal year.
Those designated with an asterisk (*) are donors to the Mission Fund.

Asheville Mennonite Church*

Big Spring Mennonite Church*

Byerland Mennonite Church

Calvary Community Church

Central Mennonite Church

Charlottesville Mennonite Church*

Christiansburg Mennonite Fellowship*

Concord Liberty Presbyterian Church

Concord Mennonite Church*

Crest Hill Community Church*

Crossroads Mennonite Church*

Dayton Mennonite Church

Durham Mennonite Church*

Early Church

Eastside Church

Elizabethtown Church of the Brethren

Enciende Una Luz

Esperanza de Vida

Faith Community Church

Family of Hope*

First Baptist Church and Society of Brown
Township

First Baptist Church of Woodstown

First Mennonite Church, Nappanee, In.
First Mennonite Church, Richmond, Va.*
First Presbyterian Church

Freedom Church

Grace Covenant Church

Grace Mennonite Fellowship*
Greenmonte Fellowship*
Greensboro Mennonite Fellowship*
Groffdale Mennonite Church
Harrisonburg Mennonite Church*
Hebron Mennonite Church

Hickory Mennonite Church
Holdeman Mennonite Church
Honey Brook Community Church
Hope Filled Christian Church*
Iglesia Bautista El Calvario

Iglesia Cristiana Renuevo*

Iglesia Menonita Monte Moriah*
Iglesia Shalom Nuevo Comienzo
Immanuel Mennonite Church*
Knoxville Mennonite Church*
Lindale Mennonite Church*

Love of Christ Church

Lynside Mennonite Church*
Manantial de Vida

Mara Christian Church of America*

Maranatha Christian Fellowship
Martins Creek Mennonite Church
Mosaic of Grace

Mountain View Mennonite Church,

Hickory, NC*

Mountain View Mennonite Church,

Lyndhurst, Va.*
Mt. Clinton Mennonite Church*
Mt. Pleasant Mennonite Church*
New Beginnings Church

New Hope Fellowship of Alexandria

Norma Mennonite Church
Open Arms Outreach Fellowship
Outlet 10.27

Park View Mennonite Church*
Pleasant View Church

Powhatan Mennonite Church*

Presbyterian Church of Kennett Square

Providence Mennonite Church*
Ridgeway Mennonite Church*

Rockville Mennonite Church
Scottdale Mennonite Church
Sonnenberg Mennonite Church*
Springdale Mennonite Church*
Staunton Mennonite Church*
Stephens City Mennonite Church*
Stuarts Draft Christian Fellowship*
Sussex County Bible Church
Thomas Mennonite Church*
Trissels Mennonite Church*

Valley View Mennonite Church*
Victory Fellowship Church
Vietnamese Christian Fellowship*
Waynesboro Mennonite Church*
Weavers Mennonite Church*
Webster Methodist Church Inc.
West Union Mennonite Church
Williamsburg Mennonite Church*
Zion Hill Mennonite Church*

Zion Mennonite Church, Birdsboro, Pa.
Zion Mennonite Church, Broadway, Va.*
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N ? VMMissions Transforming (USPS-15280)

Virginia Mennonite Missions
601 Parkwood Drive
Harrisonburg, VA 22802-2498

#GREATCOMMUNITYGIVE

An initiative of
The Community Foundation

4 GREAT COMMUNITY GIVE

? APRIL 16, 2025

Join us for an Open House
11:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Drop off your donations and enjoy lunch and fellowship.
Join us at the Barn (601 Parkwood Drive, Harrisonburg).

HELP US RAISE $20,000

to train, send, and support workers
as they share new life in Jesus Christ

Learn more by scanning the QR code ﬁ j
or go to vmmissions.org/great-community-give/ E- -';:I'J A

Early giving begins April 2. Eﬁ%?



